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1) Two texts by ‘Abduh

2) Iji’s lemma, and DawanT’s three groups

3) Avicenna’s two distinctions, and Razi’s new formula
4) Two old theories of the divine attributes

5) Three commentaries by Hilli

6) Existence: how univocal?

7) The triumphant sect (al-firgah al-najiyah)

Muhammad ‘Abduh (d. 1323/1905)

1) Risalat al-Tawhid (Essay on [Divine] Oneness)

2) al-Hashiyah ‘ala Sharh ad-Dawani ‘ald I-‘Aq@’id al-‘Adudiyyah (Supercommentary on ad-Dawani’s Commentary
on the Creed of ‘Adud [ad-Din al-Iji])

What is knowable may be divided into three categories: the inherently possible, the inherently necessary, and the
inherently impossible. The impossible is defined as that which, in and of itself, possesses non-existence. The
necessary is that which, in and of itself, possesses existence. The possible is that which, in and of itself, possesses
neither existence or non-existence; instead, it exists only on account of whatever makes it exist, and it does not
exist only on account of the non-existence of the cause of its existence, so necessity and impossibility may attach
to it on account of some other thing.

[‘Abdubh, Risalat al-Tawhid (Cairo, 1906), 18,7-11]

IjT’s lemma (matn)

[...the world has a Maker, eternal,] who has always been and will always be, necessary of existence in Himself, and
impossible of non-existence in respect of Himself...

[1ji, ‘Aq@’id: ed. S. Dunya, ash-Shaykh Muhammad ‘Abduh bayna l-falasifah wa-l-kalamiyyin (Cairo, 1958), #75, 244,1]

Dawani’s three groups
1) al-jumhiir min al-mutakallimin (the generality of mutakallims)
God’s essence is sufficient for/is a complete cause of His existence

2a) ba‘d al-muhaqqigin min al-mutakallimin (some of the verifiers among the mutakallims)
2b) al-hukama’/al-falasifah (philosophers)
God’s essence is identical to His existence



Avicenna’s two distinctions
1) essence (mahiyyah) vs. existence (wujid)
2) a being that is intrinsically necessary (wajib al-wujiid bi-dhatihi) vs. a being that is extrinsically necessary/

intrinsically possible (wajib al-wujud bi-ghayrihi/mumkin al-wujid bi-dhatihi)

Razi’s new formula
Avicenna: a) existence is entailed (lazim) by essence

b) existence is related (mudaf) to essence

c) existence is a concomitant (Iahiq) of essence

d) existence attaches accidentally (“r-d) to essence
Bahmanyar: e) existence is extrinsic (kharij) to essence

Razi: f) existence is superadded (za’id) to essence

Two old theories of the divine attributes

Classical Mu‘tazilism (Abi I-Hudhayl): The divine attributes (sifat) are identical to the divine self (dhat). (“God is
knowing through a knowledge that is identical to Him")

Classical Kullabism (Ibn Kullab): The divine attributes (sifdt) are neither identical to nor other than the divine self
(dhat). (“God is knowing through a knowledge that He possesses and which subsists through [or “with”]

Him”)

Jamal ad-Din “al-‘Allamah” al-Hilli

1) Kashf al-Khifa@> min Kitab al-Shif@ (Casting off the Covering from [Avicenna’s] Healing)

2) al-Muhakamat bayna Shurrah al-Isharat (Arbitrations between the Commentators on [Avicenna’s] Pointers)

3) Kashf al-Murad fi Sharh Tajrid al-Itigad (Uncovering the Desired Meaning in Commenting on [Tiisi’s] Qutline of

Belief)

Existence: how univocal?
Razi: commonality of existence (musharakat al-wujiid)
equivocity (al-ishtirak al-lafzi)
univocity (al-ishtirak al-ma‘nawi)
a) “hard ” univocity (al-ishtirak al-ma‘nawi bi-t-tawatu’)
b) “soft” univocity (al-ishtirak al-ma‘nawi bi-t-tashkik)

The triumphant sect (al-firgah al-najiyah)

“My community will split up (sataftariqu ummati) into 73 sects; all except one will be in the Fire.”



